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This Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer (LGBTQ) Oral History Project began as a key 
component of a cross-listed Boise State University course, Intro to LGBTQ Studies (GEN 380, 
HIS 381, SOC 497). Dr. Riley Caldwell-O’Keefe taught the course and designed the project as 
an interactive learning tool to help students understand LGBTQ history, with special emphasis 
on Idaho history, and the impacts of this history on local individuals. In addition to this history 
and context, students learned interviewing techniques throughout the semester. We discussed 
ethical considerations and obtained Institutional Review Board (IRB) approval for the project. 
Throughout the process, we worked with Boise State Special Collections and Archives librarians, 
Alan Virta and Cheryl Oestreicher. The culmination and digital release of the collection would 
have been impossible without them. We are thrilled and honored to offer these first-person 
insights which help provide a more well-rounded and comprehensive story of Idaho history. 
 
Name: Rebecca Scott 
 
Biography: Rebecca Scott was born in Wheat Ridge, CO in 1971. When she came out during the 
era of the AIDS epidemic, she immediately became an advocate for safe sex within the gay male 
community. Scott became a well-known name in Boise’s local music scene. This interview talks 
about the changes of the perceptions of the gay community in Boise between the early 1990s and 
2011. Scott feels that the LGBT community has moved beyond the stereotypes put upon 
themselves and those of the media. 
 
Keywords: AIDS, conversion therapy, abuse, Emerald City Club, music, Ani DiFranco, Pride, 
Matthew Shepard, Ellen DeGeneres, Jodi Foster, The “L” word, identifiers, “gayspeak,” Drag 
Kings 
 
Interview date: December 1, 2011 
Interviewer: Brooke Macomber 
Interview duration: 48:11 
City: Boise 
 
Timed Notation: 
00:00 Introduction/place and date of birth 
00:29 Childhood 
01:05 Parents’ divorce/remarry 
01:26 Move to Portland OR 
02:05 Move to Portland ME 
02:45 Independent living 
03:05 Discovering Identity 
04:55 AIDS 
06:26 Coming out to Father 
09:17 Born that Way 
10:24 “I haven’t changed”  
10:40 Coming out  
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11:51 Allie family 
12:31 “Sometimes I forget about it” 
13:40 Be yourself 
13:50 You can’t fool others 
15:00 1992 moving to Boise 
15:50 First year in Boise 
17:00 Emerald City Club 
17:18 Community 
18:04 Live music scene 
18:38 Music and identity 
18:57 Musical influences  
19:30 Angry lesbians 
20:50 Levels of comfort in Boise 
21:55 Pride  
24:45 Employment 
26:00 “Boise was on the cusp” 
26:40 Discrimination 
28:00 Matthew Shepard 
29:35 “I don’t know how to be anybody different” 
30:25 Media influences/role models 
31:50 Approaching acceptance 
33:27 Religion 
35:33 Identifiers 
37:00 Advice for young queer people  
39:10 Youth Group/ Alliances  
41:08 Butch/Femm 
41:45 The word ‘butch’ 
43:18 Gender roles  
44:11 Drag Kings 
 
